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FRIEND 1n the Country, 


On the PuBLICaT1oN of 


TAURLOE' STATE PAPERS. 


8 


T is very natural for a Lover of Engliſh 
1 Hiſtory to wiſh for ſome Account of 

any remarkable Book of that ſort lately 
come abroad, and the Sight of which he 
finds it difficult to get. I was not there- 
fore at all ſurprized when I received fo 
preſſing a Letter from you, in relation to 
Thurloe's State Papers. The Work had 
raiſed great Expectations on Account of the 
buſy Period of Time to which it relates, 
and the Fidelity of the Collection, whence 


the beſt Judges were led to believe that it 


would comprize Abundance of remarkable 


B Facts, 
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Facts, and thoſe too authentically ſtated. 
What Wonder then, that a Perſon like 
you, who have rcad ſo carcfully all our 
antient Hiſtory, and collected with ſuch 
Pains whatever might tend to enlighten 
that of later Times, ſhould be curious to 
Icarn the Contents of ſuch a Library, for 
ſo I think a Shelf full of Folio's may well 
enough be called, eſpecially ſince they re- 
fer to ſuch Tranſactions as have been more 
immediately the Objects of your Attention, 
and about which you are therefore the more 
concerned to receive Satisfaction? But Sir, 
the Difficulty lies in giving you this Satiſ- 
faction. 

The reſpect I have for you 1s ſo great, 
that I ſhould be far from thinking the turn- 
ing over theſe Books, ſuppoſing I had no 
othcr Motive to look into them than the 
bare obliging you, an Herculean Labour; 
beſides the Reaſons you offer are in them- 
ſelves ſo good, that I think one who has 
Leiſure and calls himſelf your Friend, could 
not caſily frame an Excuſc, which might 
handſomly acquit him of your Demand. 
But Sir, how great ſocver my Inclination 
may be to gratify your Deſire, yet this will 
not help my Ability, or put it a Jot more 
in my Power to ſend you T hurloe's Collec- 
tion in a Nutſhell. But to ſhew you Sir, 
that I have no Mind to ſtrain Compliments 
in order to make you ſet a Value upon my 

Performance 


L.3-3 
Performance by telling what mighty Pains 
it coſt me, I will come immediately to the 
Point, and ſhew you in few Words what I 
take to be the moſt natural Method of giv- 
ing you a Taſte of this Work, in order to 
ſcttle your Judgment of it and determine 
that important Queſtion, whether you ſhall 
lay out a clcar Tenth of the Annual Income 
of your Vicarage upon it when you come 
next to Town. 

With your Leave Sir, I will firſt make 
you acquainted a little with Mr. Thurloe, 
not that I believe you never heard of the 
Protector's Secretary, the wiſe Man who 
made his Chambers as remarkable in Lin- 
coln's Inn, as his Maſter did his in Sidney 
College, but I mean to give you a juſt No- 
tion of him free from thoſe Prejudices, 
which a Royaliſt naturally has againſt him, 
or thoſc extravagant Panegyricks into which 
cvcry Republican falls, when he mentions 
the Name of Thurloe. Next Sir, I will give 
you the Hiſtory, Character and Plan of the 
Work itſelf, tell you how the World came 
to expect it, why they expected it, and laſt- 
ly Sir, by running through the remarkable 
things I met with in the firſt Volume, I 
ſhall endeavour to make you comprehend 
how far it has anſwered the World's Ex- 
pectations. If I ſuccced I know your Good- 
neſs will incline you to cover me with 
Compliments, which will oyer-pay your 
B 2 humble 
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humble Servant; but if you ſhould either 
think the Book flat or my Account of it a 
dull one, I hope, though a Country Par- 
ſon, you will have more Manners than to 
tell me ſo, becauſe that would mortify your 
humble Servant, and beſides would baulk 
your own Hopes of knowing what is in 
the ſecond Volume, But Raillery apart ! 
Let us receive the Secretary with Decency. 

John Thurloe Eſq. was the Son of the 
Reverend Mr. Thomas Thurloe a Clergy- 
man of Af/ex, and was born at his Father's 
Living at Abbots-Roding in that County 
in the Year 1616; we have no Account of 
his Junior Years or where he reccived his 
Education, I ſay we have no Account of 


this in his Life written by the Editor, but 


I have oftcn heard it ſaid by Gentlemen in 
the Je of Ely, where Mr. Thurloe long 
lived and had a good Eſtate, that he was 
either a Member of the Univ erſity of Cam- 
bridge or at leaſt went to School there, 
which is the more probable, becauſe in 
1658, the Univerſity choſe him for their 
Repreſentative. 

When he was fit to enter upon buſineſs, 
his Father procured him a Recommendation 
to the famous Mr. Oliver St. John, whoſe 
Name makes ſuch a Figure in the Hiſtory 
of thoſe times, with whom he lived many 
Years, and to whoſe Favour he ow'd the 
Foundation of his Fortunes, ſince by him 


he 


171 


; he was promoted to be Secretary to the 


Parliament Commiſlioners at the Treaty of 
Uxbridge in 1645, which was his firſt pub- 
lick Employment. I muſt obſerve to you 
that Mr. Thurloe always retain'd a deep Reſ- 
pect for his Old Maſter, and a grateful Re- 


' membrance of the Kindneſſes he received 


from him, of which he gave a ſtrong Proof, 
a little after the Reſtauration. For under- 
ſtanding that the Lord Chief Juſtice St. 
John was charged with having been a Prin- 
cipal Inſtrument in adviſing and perſwading 
the Death of the King, the ſetting up Oli- 
ver, and after him Richard Cromwell as 
chict Magiſtrates of England by the Title 
of Protectors, and that he (Mr. Thurloe) 
was privy to this, and might do a grateful 
Service to the Government, by proving it. 
The Uſe he made of the Information was 
to deſtroy the Credit of the Facts, and to 
hazard his own Safety to ſecure his Old 
Maſter. With this view he wrote a Letter 
to Sir Harbottle Grimſtone then Speaker of 
the Houſe of Commons, wherein he told 
him that he had often heard my Lord df. 
John expreſs his Diſlike of the King's Mur- 
der, and of the Proccedings of the Army 
then, and long before that time; that as to 
Olivers Government, his Lordſhip never 
thought it lawful, and was ſo little a Friend 
to it, that ſuch as loved him had ſometimes 
much ado to ſave him from ſuffering under 

it, 
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it, that as to ſetting np or reſtoring Richard 
it was a thing he had nothing to do with; 

and the juſtifying all this Mr. Thurloe ſaid 
he owed to Truth and the Innocence of the 
Chief Juſtice, which was certainly true, but 
another Man might perhaps have ſcrupled 
paying the Debt at that JunCture . This 
Sir I mention to ſhew you the Spirit and 
Integrity of the Man, though the Writer of 
his Life takes no Notice of this Paſlage. 

In 1647 he was admitted of Lincoln's 
Inn, and not to trouble you with the Bead 
Roll of all his Preferments, I ſhall content 
myſelf with telling you that in 1651, he 
attended the Lord Chief Juſtice H. John 
and Walter Strickland Eſq. in their Am- 
baſly to the States General, where, as his 
Maſters acquired ſuch a Diſlike to the Go- 
vernment, as produccd the firſt Dutch War, 
ſo it appears that Mr. Thurloe came to have 
a thorough Averſion to the People *, and 
was never a good Fricnd to the Dutch 
after. On his Return he was appointed Sc- 
cretary to the Council of State, the Step 
from whence he roſe to be Secretary to the 
Protectors, and then the Socicty of Lin- 
coln's Inn in compliment to his Dignity 
called him to be one of the Maſters of the 
Bench of that Socicty. The better to ſup- 


* Thurloe's State Papers, vol. vii. p. 914. d 1bid. 
vol. 1. p. 136. 
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port his new Preferment, the Direction of 
the Poſtage of Letters in Great Britain and 
Ireland was beſtowed on him, which as it 
muſt have been on the one hand a very 
profitable Employment, ſo on the other, it 
muſt have afforded him great Opportunities 
of detecting ſuch Correſpondencies as were 
- prejudicial to the State, and therefore this 
' ought to be looked upon as a Capital Stroke 


of Policy in thoſe times. 


In the ſeven Vears Adminiſtration of Mr. 
Secretary Thurloe all things were managed 
in his Office with ſuch Diligence, Dexterity, 
and Succeſs, that he not only raiſed his 
- own Reputation, but that alſo of his Maſter. 

In Parliament he ſpoke with great Strength 
as well as with wonderful Readineſs, he 
. defended his Maſter's Meaſures with a great 
| deal of Warmth, and yet with much De- 

cency and due Submiſſion to the Houſe, but 
he appears to have been a determined Enc- 
my to the Caviliers, by a Speech he made 
in Parliament to juſtify the raiſing farther 
Contributions from them, notwithſtanding 
their Compoſition ©. In reſpect to his Office 
as Secretary the Book before us is an incon- 
| teſtable Proof, not only of his Abilitics but 

of his uncommon Accuracy and indefati- 

gable Induſtry. From hence it is apparent 
that he kept up a univerſal Correſpondence 
at home and Abroad, had a prodigious Fund 


© Thurloe's State Papers, vol. v. p. 786. 
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of Intelligence, and managed it with ſuch 
Addreſs as ncither ſhew'd an overweaning 
Fondneſs for all Sorts of News, or a trou- 
bleſome Nicety in criticiſing the Letters of 
his Correſpondents. This Conduct and the 
Succeſs which attended it, cſtabliſhed the 
Character he acquired of an able Politician, 
but as the Many are very apt to miſtake 
Learn'd Men for Conjurers, ſo in regard to 
Perſons in his Station, they arc forced to 
form to themſelves ſtrange Stories of meet—- 
ing People in the Fields at Midnight or 
giving a Stranger a large Sum of Money 
npon Gray's Inn Terras, to account for ſuch 
Diſcoverics as ſcem beyond the Ordinary 
Courſe of things to them. But to deal 
ingenuouſly with you, the Peruſal of this 
Collection has quite cured me of ſuch No- 
tions, and as I am perſwaded that the 
Dzmon of Socrates was a Word which 
meant no more than his having a ſtron 

Underſtanding, ſo I am convinced that the 
Diligence and Sagacity of Mr. T hurloe were 
the great Engines he employ'd ; and I think 
from the Peruſal of theſe Volumes I might 
be bold enough to tell you, that his Expence 
for Secret Service Money did not much ex- 
ceed 2000 J. a Ycar, which I take to be a 
grcat Addition to his Character, for to have 
the beſt Intclligence and pay the leaſt for it, 


is ſure the higheſt Strain of Miniſterial Ex- 
cellence. 


In 
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In the Life of Thurloe prefixed to this 
Collection there is a long Story from Bur- 
net, which he ſays he had from Sroupe “. 
This Man was by Profeſſion a Spy, ſerved, 
Cromwell in that Capacity, and the Spaniſh 
Ambaſlador as a Spyupon Cromwell. This Mr. 
Stoupe told Burnet, that he received a Letter 
from Flanders informing him that a Perſon 
was gone from thence with a Deſign to kill 
the Protector, and lodged in King's Street 
Weſtminſter, which piece of Intelligence he 
would have communicated to Cromwell, 
but the Protector being very buſy referr'd 
him to Thurloe, who treated the Information 
coldly, and refuſed to ſcarch King's Street. 
When Syndercombe's Plot broke out, Stoupe 
inſiſted that he had given the earlicſt Intel- 
ligence of it, upon which the Protector is 
ſaid to have ſent for Thurloe, and to have 
been very angry with him, but that after 
Stoupe was diſmiſſed, Thurloe vindicated 
himſelf ſo well to the Protector, and repre- 
ſented the Frenchman in ſuch a Light that 
he never had any Credit with his Highneſs 
afterward. The Tale is pretty and may ſcrve 
to amuſe a Reader unacquainted with this 
Pcriod of our Hiſtory, but certainly it could 
not be true. Syndercombe was much better 
known to Cromwell and Thurloe than he 
could poſlibly be to Stoupe. He had ſerved 


© See Bp. Burnet's Introduction to the Hiſtory of his own 
Times, 
C in 
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in the Parliament Army during the War, 
was afterwards a Soldier in Scotland under 
Monk, where he form'd a Conſpiracy againſt 
him, for which he was ſeized and ſent into 
England. All this was well known to 
Thurloe, who had his Eye upon the Man 
conſtantly, and was Maſter of the whole 
Deſign againſt Cromwell from the Time it 
was firſt in Agitation. Beſides there arc 
abundance of Letters from Sroupe in this 
Collection, which ſhew him to have been 
a very buſy troubleſome Fellow and to have 
known little or nothing but what he picked 
up from Perſons newly come from abroad, 
whom he attended as a kind of Interpreter. 

As to the Tale of Thurloe and Sir Rich- 
ard IWillis with the Epiſode of Mr. Mor— 
land pretending to be aſleep upon his Desk, 
and thereby eſcaping Cromwel!'s Dagger, it 
is too well known to you for me to repeat it. 


1 ſhall only tell you that I find nothing in 


this Collection to jultify it, nor indeed is 
there much to fix an Imputation on Sir 
Richard IWillis. I make, however, no Doubt 
of his Treachery, becauſe we have clear and 
authentick Authorities for it elſcwhere. 
But then I am as clear that Thurloe would 


enter into no Plots with him againſt the Per- 


ton of King Charles II; for it appcars evi- 
dently through this whole Collection that he 
kept exactly within the Bounds of his Duty 
to the Family that raiſed him, without 

running 


E 
running into any ſuch Exceſſes, as could ſerve 
only to prejudice himſelf. Thus in the Par- 
liament called by Richard Cromwell, Secre- 
tary Thurloe puſhed the Bill for recogni- 
zing the new Protector with extraordinary 
Warmth and Succels, for which he is ſeverely 
cenſured by Ludlow ®. When he diſcerned 
that the Confidence repoſed in him by his 
Maſter was like to be prejudicial to the Pro- 
tector's Affairs, he readily offer'd to reſign 
his Employments though he ſtill perſiſted in 
Council to give his Maſter ſuch Advices as 
were moſt for his Service and leaſt for Thur- 
loe's Safety, exhorting him eſpecially to de- 
end upon the Parliament, and to make 
ſe of their Authority to keep the Army 
in Order. The Neglect of this Advice, 
which however agreed with Richards own 
Sentiments, proved his Ruin, for when he 
had once diſſolved the Parliament, the Army 
ſoon ridded themſelves of his Highneſs. 

It is certain that whatever Opinion Chan- 
cellor Hyde might have of Secretary Thur- 
loe's Abilities, he was very apprehenſive as 
to his Intcntions, and looked upon him as 
a very dangerous Perſon and one whoſe 
Continuance in Office, might be prejudicial 
to the Deſigns then in Agitation for the 
King's Service. Yet when the Reſtauration 
was very near, Mr, Thurloe made a fall and 


© Ludlow's Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 623, 


C 2 frank 


—— ——ũ—U—ä— — 


—— — —— 7ð9 — 2 „„ -- - 


— 


[ 12 ] 

frank Tender of his Duty and Service to 
his Majeſty, which however docs not ſeem 
to have been received with much Satisfaction 
by the King and his Miniſters, which appears 
by a Letter from Sir Edward Hide to Sir 
John Ereenvillet, wherein the whole Affair 
is laid open, and he is deſired to commu- 
nicate it to Monk. Whcther this Gentle— 
man who always lived in Terms of Fricnd- 
ſhip with the Secretary interpoſed in his 
Favour is more than I can determine, or 
whether after the Reſtauration it was found 
convenient to have Recourſe to T hurloe for 
the right Underſtanding the Meaſures pur- 
ſucd during his Adminiſtration, I cannot 
ſay. This however is certain, that he was not 
only 1uffer'd to retire without Trouble, but 
was treated likewiſe with great Reſpect, as 
he on his Side ſhew'd a Readineſs to oblige 
thc Government, as far as lay in his Power, 
by communicating to the Lord Chancellor 
ſuch Lights as were thought neceſlary for 
the Publick Service *. 

The Author of his Life tclls us that he 
choſe Great Milton in Oxfordſhire for the 
Place of his Retreat, and ſeldom came up 
to Town except in Term-time, when he 
reſided at his Chambers in Lincoln's Inn. 
He likewiſe tells us that he was often ſolli— 
cited by King Charles II. to engage again 

f Thurloe's State Papers, vol. vii. p. 897, 898. 8 id. 
vol. 1. p. 739. 
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in the Adminiſtration of Publick or at leaſt 
of Foreign Affairs, to which this Writer 
ſays he ſeemed greatly averſe, being doubt- 
ful whether, as he ſhould be complicated 
with many other Perſons of different Cha- 
racters, he ſhould be able to ſerve his Ma- 
jeſty with equal Succeſs as he had done his 
former Maſter Cromwell: Theſe are this 
Writer's own Words, who adds that Mr. 
Thurloe obſerv'd to the King it was Crom- 
well's conſtant Rule to ſeek out Men for 
Places and not Places for Men. As this 
Talc is told without any Voucher or Autho- 
rity, I take the Liberty to tell you my Opi- 
nion of it, which is, that it cannot be true, 
and 1 ſhall give you three good Reaſons tor 
it, the firſt is, that this muſt have been ſpoken 
at a Time when the King had the beſt Mi- 
niſtry about him that cver this Nation was 
bleſs'd with, when Clarendon was Chancel- 
lor, Southampton Treaſurer, the Duke of 
Ormond Lieutenant of Ireland, Nicholas 
and Morrice Secretaries of State. 2. This 
would have been very aſſuming, and it is 
impoſſible to believe that a Perſon of Mr. 
Thurloe's Breeding and in his Circumſtances 
ſhould fay ſuch a thing as this. 3. The 
Story carries in it a manifeſt Abſurdity, for 
a Man muſt have wanted common Senſe 
and common Deccncy, who could reproach 
King Charles II. with Cromwel/s Policy, 
in ſecking out Men for Places, and not 


Places 
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for Men, in the very Inſtant when this 
Prince ſubmitted to ſollicit Thur/oe to come 
into the Adminiſtration, who to be ſure 
was worthy of a Place. Take it altogether 
Sir, and you ſee that to make an aukward 
Compliment to Mr. Thurloe he is repre- 
ſented as reflecting on the beſt Miniſtry we 
ever had, ſetting himſelf above them all, and 
telling King Charles to his Face that he was 
no body in Compariſon with Cromwell, and 
this for a Reaſon deſtroyed by the very Story. 
The Truth is, Mr. Thurloe was of quite 
another Caſt, 

As to his Perſon he appcars to have been 
a graceful well made Man, we have a very 
fine Print of him beforc this Book and yet 


it falls ſhort in the Swectneſs of his Coun- 


tenance of an Original Picture of Mr. 
Thurloe's, which I have ſeen at Mr. Black- 
Wells a Druggiſt in Holbourn, and which is 
indeed one of the beſt Pieces I have ever 
looked on. In reſpect to his Temper I have 
heard from ſuch as were acquainted with 
him, that he was a Man of great Mildneſs 
and Modeſty, but withal had a very high 
Spirit and a Firmneſs of Mind not to be 
ſubdued. His Letters and the Minutes that 
we have of Speeches and Reports made by 
him in Parliament ſhew his Capacity to have 
been great and his Manner of expreſſing 
himſelf is perfectly ſuited to ſuch as he ad- 
dreſs d: There is a great Solemnity in what 

Was 
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Was offer'd to the Parliament, a becoming 
' Warmth and an engaging Plainneſs in his 


Letters to Henry Cromwell and the reſt of 
that Family, and ſuch a Propricty of Thought 
and Elegance of Stile in his Epiſtles to the 
Lord Broghill, afterwards Earl of Orrery, 
as manifeſt a wonderful Extent of Genius, 


regulated by a ſteady and piercing Judgment. 


As I have given you a long Account of 
the Man, I ſhall be the ſhorter in what I have 
to ſay as to the Book, which as I told you 


is a voluminous Collection conſiſting chiefly 


of a Series of Papers diſcover'd in the Reign 
of King Milliam, in a falſe Ceiling in the 


Garrets belonging to Secretary Thurloe's 


Chambers, Ne XIII. near the Chapel in 
Lincoln's Inn, by a Clergyman who had 
borrow'd thoſe Chambers, during the long 
Vacation, of his Friend Mr. Thomlinſon the 
Owner of them. This Clergyman ſoon 
after diſpoſed of the Papers to the Right 


| Honourable John Lord Somers, then Lord 


High Chancellor of England, who cauſed 
them to be bound up in 67 Volumes in folio. 


Theſe afterwards came to be poſlets'd by Sir 


Zoſeph Fekyll Maſter of the Rolls; uponwhoſc 
Deceaſe they were purchaſed by the late Mr. 
Fletcher Gyles Bookſeller. They contain 
a very great Varicty of Authentick Memo- 
rials of the Engliſb Hiſtory from the Death 
of King Charles I. to the Reſtauration of 
his Son King Charles II. with ſome few 

Papers 
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Papers between the Year 1638 and the 
Commencement of that Period. Amongſt 
theſe are Letters written by the Council of 
State, and Inſtructions, Letters from Ambaſ- 
ſadors in all Parts, from all the great Ofh- 
cers employ'd in the Civil Government at 
home, from the Major Generals and other 
Ofhcers of a mixcd Authority, from Crom- 
well's Family, from Perſons in Power in the 
Plantations, and from Admirals and other 
Sea Officers abroad. Beſides theſe there are 
vaſt Numbers of intercepted Letters from 
Perſons of all Parties, full of Secret Hiſtory 
and private Intelligence. Letters to and 
from foreign Miniſters, a large Magazine 
of Informations as to Plots of all Sorts, 
with a prodigious Heap of Miſcellaneous 


Papers which can fall under no general Head 


whatſoever. 

Beſides theſe, there are a great Variety of 
Papers of a like Nature which have been 
communicated by ſeveral Perſons of great 
Diſtinction, ſuch as the Lord High Chancel- 
lor, the preſent Earl of Shelburne, who is 
deſcended from the great Sir Milliam Petty, 
one of the moſt conſiderable Men this Na- 
tion ever produced, F9ſeph Fekyll Eſqʒ; 
William Cromwell Eſq; Great Grandſon to 
the Protector Oliver, Foſ. Radcliffe of the 
Inner Temple Eſq; the Learned Nicholas 
Mann Eſq; Maſter of the CHarter-Houſè, 
and the Induſtrious and Intelligent Mr. 


Thomas 


CO <q 0 


We 
2 


be 


Wo 


Thomas Ruddiman at Edinburgh. Theſe 


Papers are ranged throughout the ſeven Vo- 
lumes according to thcir Dates, and indeed 
I do not ſee how they could have been put 
into any other Order. The firſt Volume 
however is a kind of Supplement to the reſt, 
and extends lower in point of time than 
any of them. It is certain that in ſo great 
a Number of Letters, Papers, Propoſals, In- 
formations, Projects, &c. there are many 
very curious and inſtructive, and very many 
which ſerve only to ſwell the Collection to 
very little Purpoſe, and yet I muſt ſay I can- 
not tell how theſe uſeleſs Papers could poſ- 
ſibly have been left out; it would have been 
a very difficult thing for any Man to have 
ſaid in many Caſes this Paper is inſignificant, 
and if he had ſaid ſo and others had been of 
a contrary Opinion, New Collections would 
have been made and the laſt Evil would 
have been worſe than the firſt, the Supple- 
ments to Thurloe might have been more 
numerous than the Volumes which form 
this Collection. In Caſes of this Nature 
great Allowances muſt be made, as all Pro- 
per Judges will admit, and as for the Cen- 
tures of other Folks they do not deſerve to 
be regarded. Original Papers are of ſuch 
Conſequence to Hiſtory that the Publick 
can never pay too dear for them, how juſt 


ſoever the Complaints may be of private 
Perſons. 
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Iam now come to the laſt Part of my Task, 
which is indeed by far the moſt difficult; I 
am to give you ſome Inſtances of the curious 
Things that are to be met with in theſe Books, 
in doing which I ſhall avoid all Quotations as 
much as poſlible, and preſent you with the 
Subſtance only of what I have met with. To 
have thought of any Method according to 
which I might have digeſted theſe Remarks 
would have been ſo much Time thrown 
away, ſince the Editor found it impoſſible 
to put the Book into any other than that 
of a Merchant's File, where the laſt received 
Letter is ſlipt upon that which came before it. 
The Way I uſed therefore was I think a 
very natural one; I conſider d the whole 
Collection as a Dictionary of perſonal Hiſ- 
tory, and began to reflect with myſelf what 
Points there were in it which it could afford 
me Satisfaction. The firſt of theſe that 
ſtruck my Memory, though really I can 
{ſcarce tell you why, was the Character of 
Mrs. Barlow alias Halters, though it ought 
to be Walters alias Barlow, for the firſt 
was her true Name, who was the carlieſt 
Miſtreſs of King Charles II. and who came 
over hither and was made Priſoner in Oli- 
ver's Time. 

You know Sir as well as I, what fine 
Stories we have been told concerning this 
Lady, which I own would have bcen of very 
little Importance, if this Country had not 
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once been very near, and indeed in ſome 
Meaſure was, turn'd into a Ficld of Blood 
on a Diſpute whether ſhe was the King's 
Miſtreſs or his Wife. Some of our Hiſto- 
rians are remarkably tender of this Fair One, 
they ſay that Miſs Lucy Walters of Pem- 
brokeſtire had a fair Reputation and was a 
very fine Woman when Prince Charles grew 
acquainted with her, which was about his 
cightenthYcar,he was naturally very amorous, 
and it ſeems the Violence of his Paſſion for 
this Lady threw him into a Diſcaſe which 
might have had bad Conſequences, if her 
good Nature had not cured him. By this 
AQ of Complacency ſhe drew a very com- 
mon kind of IlIneſs on herſelf which ended 
on the 9th of April 1649 by the Birth of a 
Son James aftcrwards Duke of Monmouth b. 
The future Fortunes of this young Noble— 
man drew his Mother's Character into Queſ- 
tion, ſo far into Queſtion that King Charles 
II. found himſelf obliged to make a publick 
Declaration that he never married or gave 
any Contract of Marriage to that Duke's 
Mother, and Sir Gilbert Gerrard, who was 
ſaid to have had that Contract in a black Box, 
did likewiſe declare before the Council, that 
he never ſaw or heard of any ſuch Thing i. 
Upon this we arc told in the Work of a 


n See the Duke of Monmouth's Life in the Second Volume 
of Lives Engliſh and Foreign. 
1 Kennet, Echard, Rapin. 
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Right Reverend Hiſtorian, that a Scotch Gen- 
ticman long in the Service of the King 
abroad, had the Particular Care and Cuſtody 
of the Duke of Monmout hs Mother and 
buried her at Paris. He often ſaid poſitive- 
ly that the King had never any Intention to 
marry her, and that indeed ſhe did not de- 
ſerve any ſuch good Intention towards her, 
being a very ill Woman k. The Reverend 
Mr. Archdeacon Echard is more courtly, 
he fay Mrs. Lucy Barlow alias Walters had 
no other Crime but her yielding to the 
Charms of the young Prince, who had ſo 
ſtrong a Paſſion for her that it gave many 
Occaſion to belicve ſhe was really married 
to him, though the wiſer Part of the World 
were afterwards convinced of the contrary !. 
Let us now hcar what may be collected from 
theſe Papers in relation to this Aﬀair from 
the Authority of Perſons who wrote when 
Things were recent, and were perfectly ac- 
quainted with the Matters about which they 
wrote, and which therefore deſerves more 
Credit then the Say So of any Writer, of 
what Quality or Function ſocver, at a great 
diſtance of time, and perhaps writing under 
the Byaſs of his Paſlions. 

The Letters J have mention'd were written 
by Mr. Daniel O Neile, whoſe Character as a 


4 Complete Hiſtory of England, vol. ui. p. 38 1. 
i Echard's Hiſtory, p. 786. 
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Man of Honour and Integrity may be found 
at large in the Hiſtories of the Earl of Ca- 
' rendon and the Duke of Or mond. His firſt 
Letter is dated from the Hague February 8. 
1656, and therein he tells the King that he 
is under very great Pain for the Conduct of 

Mrs. Barlow there, for cvcry idle Action of 
\ hers brought his Majeſty upon the Stage, and 
that he was aſhamed to have importun'd his 
Majeſty ſo much on her Account. In the 
ſame Letter he ſays, that there were People 
at Cologne who flatter'd her ſo ſtrongly on 
the Hcad of his Majeſty's warm Affections 
for her, that ſhe was no longer to be go- 
vern'd, and that the ſame People had per- 
ſwaded her that his Majeſty would not take 
her Child from her. He hints at ſome other 
Things which he ſays the King ſhall be in- 
form'd of when he has the Honour to wait 
on him ®, but ſecms afterwards to have 
changed his Mind as appears by a ſecond 
Letter which contains abundance of ſtrange 
Particulars. 

This ſecond Letter is likewiſe datcd from 
the Hague 14 February 1656, and Mr. O 
Netle obſerves, that before he ſet Pen to 
Paper he took Care to be perfectly inform'd 
of the Truth of what he wrote as to this 
Mrs. Barlow. He charges her with livin 
in a moſt infamous Manner with Mr. Tho- 
nas Howard, who was Gentleman of the 


m Thurloe's State Papers, vol, i. p. 683. | 
Horſe 
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Horſe to the Princeſs of Orange, and 
married to a Lady for whom the King had 
a great Eſteem, he ſays farther, that ſhe had 
twice been with Child by this Mr. How- 
ard, but by the Aſſiſtance of a Midwife had 
deliver'd herſelf from any Apprehenſions on 
that Account, which Information he had 
from the Midwife herſelf. He goes farther 
ſtill, and tells his Majeſty that ſhe had been 
wicked enough to attempt the Murder of 
her Maid who was privy to theſe Stories, 
by thruſting a Bodkin into her Ear when ſhe 
was afleep. For theſe extravagant Acts he 
ſays ſhe would have been brought to pub- 
lick Shame, if, by his Interceſſion with the 
Father and Mother of Mrs. Howard, as alſo 
with the Maid, to whom he was obliged to 
make a Preſent of 100 Guilders, he had 
not prevailed upon them to be ſilent. He 
complains in the ſame Letter, of Lord Taff”s 
writing to her, and telling her that the next 
Money the King could either get or borrow, 
ſhe ſhould be ſupplied. Mr. O Neile ſays 
this is not the way to govern her, that ſhe 
ought to be kept in Neceſlity, if he deſires 
to manage her at all. He likewiſe tells him 
in direct Terms, that if he will own that 
Child, he ought to ſend her his poſitive 
Commands, to deliver him to whomſo— 
ever his Majeſty ſhould direct a. The very 
ſame Year it appears that ſhe with her Bro- 
n bid. vol i. p. 684. 
ther 
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| © ther Juſtus Walter, Mr. Thomas Howard 
above mentioned, two of her Children and 
a Maid, catne over from Holland hither, and 
lodg'd at a Barber's over againſt Somerſet 
Houſe. The Name of the Maid was Anne 
Hill, who upon their being taken up ſeems 
to have been examined by Secretary Thurloe 
* himſelf, and to have given him the fulleſt 
Account ſhe was able of them all, which 
Account amounts to no more than this, 
that her Lady was Miſtreſs to the King, who 
is tiled Charles Stuart in the Examination, 
that ſhe had one of her Children by him, 
that Mr. Zuſtus Walter was her Brother and 
Mr. Thomas Howard an Acquaintance, that 
though they lived privately they were very 
full of Money, and that in caſe the King 
was reſtored they expected great Matters o. 
We have likewiſe a Letter of Colonel Bark- 
3 _ ftead's who was Governor of the Tower of 
London, wherein he gives the following 
„ Account of what Mrs. Barlow had ſaid to 
him upon her Examination, That ſhe had 
| been acquainted with the King and had a 
; Son by him. She ſaid alſo that for the two 
| Children that were with her ſhe had them 
| by her Husband in Holland, the Buſineſs ſhe 
pretended to have in England was to reco- 
ver fifteen hundred Pounds left her by her 
Mother. Colonel Howard gave an Account 
of his commanding a Regiment of Horſe for 


id. vol. v. p. 160. 
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the King in the laſt War, and of his being 
Maſter of the Horſe at preſent to the Prin- 
ceſs of Orange, but both the Lady and he 
agreed exactly in this, that they came over 
together by Accident?. Thus far T hurloe, 
but it ſeems that when the Protector was 
throughly informed of the Matter, he diſ- 
miſs d her out of Cuſtody as diſdaining to 
ſeem afraid of Women. It is plain from 
hence that the King could never think of 
making this Woman his Wife, nor is it at 
all credible that if ſhe had been his Wife, 
he would have left her to have acted in this 
manner, or that any of his Dependants 
would have treated her with that viſible Con- 
tempt whichO Nez/edoes in the Letter before 
mention'd. For the future therefore I ſhall 
look upon this Piece of Secret Hiſtory as 
perfectly ſettled. 

After fixing this nice Point in relation 
to King Charles's Conduct, I ſhall next tell 
you ſome extraordinary Particulars that oc- 
cur here with reſpe& to the Duke of 7ork. 
You know as well, or indeed better than I, 

what is ſaid by Lord Clarendon of that Prince's 
Conduct during his Exile, and I dare ſay you'll 
eaſily call to mind what Burnet reports of 
K. Charles hating him, but I believe you ne- 


P Ibid. vol. v. p. 169, 178, we have the ſame Story in 
Whitleck's Memorials, and an Account of her Diſcharge, but 


there it is expreſly faid ſhe claim'd to be the King's Wite, 
whereas here we ſee the contrary from her own Examination. 


ver 
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ver heard the true Grounds of it. In this Col- 
lection there are abundance of Letters from 
one Colonel Bamfylae, who 2 by his 
Writing to have been a very ſenſible Man, 
well acquainted with the World, and ex- 
| treamly fit for the Office he had undertaken, 
of giving Intelligence from all Quarters. This 
Man was at Paris in the Month of Novem- 
ber, 1656, and acting, as People of his 
Trade generally did, as a Friend to the King's 
Intereſt, tho' a known Agent of Cromwell's. 
In this Capacity he very frankly tells Se- 
cretary Thurloe, that he had diſcourſed Sir 
Fohn Berkley, who was the Duke of Tork's 
Governor, upon ſome Scheme or other for 
his Royal Highneſs's Service, which Sir John 
reliſhd indeed, but not ſo well as another 
Propoſal he had made of his Highneſs's mar- 
rying the Protector's Daughter, both which 
Propoſals, it appears from this Letter, were 
made by Secretary Thurloe's Direction, and 
in order to ſerve ſome private Purpoſe of 
his. What that laſt Propoſal was, or Thur- 
los Purpoſe in making it does not appear; 
but ſurely the Fact which is evident, vig. 
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5 That there was once a Treaty with the Duke 
4 of Tork, is a very extraordinary thing and 


worth Notice, It appears from the ſame 
Letter, that the King had cautioned his High- 
neſs againſt having any thing to do with this 
at © Colonel Bamfylde, and yet by the — 
„5 E 0 
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of Sir John Berkley he received his Propoſi- 
tions, and conccaled them from his Brother“. 


Atter the Account of his Negotiations the 


Colonel proceeds to give his Judgment of the 
Duke of Zork's Capacity, and of the Condi- 
tion he was in to give Umbrage tothe Engliſh 


Government, which is ſo extraordinary that I 


mult repeat them to you. © Upon the whole 
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Matter, ſays he, 1 dare engage my Life, that 
while the Duke of Tor was here, he had 
neither Deſign nor Correſpondence in 
England, not ſo much as for Money; and 
I do leſs believe, that he will have any 
now, whilſt he lics under the ſtrict Ob- 
ſcrvation of a ſuſpicious Brother, neither 
his Humour nor Parts rendring him ca- 
pable of the Management of it himfelf. 
And for Sir fohn Berkley, who is the 
only Perſon about him proper for ſuch 
an Affair, he is ſo ſuſpected and over- 
looked as to that particular, and isnatu- 
rally fo cautious, that he will ncver ad- 
venture on ſuch a Negotiation without 
the privity of Charles Stuart, beſides, 
with your Royal Party he is loſt, and to 
the Presbytcrians, if there can be Reaſon 
in this Conjuncture to ſuſpect them, he 
is not known. In fine, the clder Brother 
has ſo much Jealouſy of the younger, and 
ſo little Affection for him, that he will 
3 Tharloe's State Papers, vol. v. p. 511. 
never 
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- © never conſent to his having any Com- 


“ merce in England, if he had Conve- 
© nicnces for it there, and abounded with 


e thoſe Qualifications he wants, for the im- 


<«« proving it to their joint Advantage. This 
< I believe you will find to be the Truth 
cc in the Concluſion, what other Advertiſe- 
« ments ſoever you have received of the laſt 
* Spring of his great Deſignments, which 
< I dare ſay were purpoſely given you to 
render me ſuſpected *. I muſt own that 
to me it is a clearer and more curious Ac- 
count of the Duke of 7ork's Temper and 
Behaviour in thoſe Times, than any 1 have 
met with in our Memoir Writers. 

By ſeveral ſubſequent Letters from the 
ſame Perſon it appears, that King Charles 
coming to the Knowledge of thoſe In- 
trigues, and diſliking Sir 7% n Berkley's 
Conduct, diſmiſſed him from his Poſt of 
Governor to the Duke, at which his High- 
nels taking great Offence, quitted the King's 
Court with much Reſentment. One would 
be amazed at the Folly of this Conduct, 
conſidering the Situation the King's Affairs 
were then in. It was with Dithculty he 
found Meat for thoſe he had about him, 
and it appears very clearly from this Book, 
that he very often put himſelf to great Shifts 
to ſupport ſome about him who betray'd 


him, and who in reality had no other Bu. 
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ſincſs about him than to betray him. Yet 


this ſame Colonel Bamfylde would aſter- 
wards have perſuaded Thurloe, that this 
Quarrel between the King and his Brother 
was a meer Feint, and that in rcality the 
Duke of Tork only quitted his Brother's 
Company, that he might with leſs Suſpi- 
cion put himſelf at the Head of deſperate 
Perſons who were about to invade England“. 
It ſeems that moſt of theſe Dealers in ſe- 


cret Intelligence had found out, that nothing 
fetch'd ſo much at Market as Accounts of 


Plots againſt the Protector's Life. Colonel 
Bamfylde, who had the beſt Head of them 


all, touch'd this String with great Dexterity. 


In one of his Letters he tells Thurloe that 


the Duke of Buckingham was very angry 
with Cromwell for the ſevere Character he 


had given him, and had ſworn a deſperate 
Oath, that if he could not make himſelf 
well with him, he would kill him. To 
puſh the Matter home he ſays, that the Duke 
having broke off all Correſpondence with 
the Protector's Party, had very lately two or 
three Audiences of Charles Stuart without 
ſaying about what, yet to prevent the Se- 
cretary's miſtaking, he tells him that the 
King had abundance of deſperate Perſons 
about him, of whom he gives a Liſt toge- 
ther with their Characters, which are well 


worth your hearing. Iinprimis, Major Aſ- 


Aid. p. 754. , 
Cot, 
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cot, who had murdered three or four, one 
Fhelden, one Colonel Tube, who had killed 
four in Duels, and who was then going over 
into England, Captain Man, and another, 
whoſcNamehe could not get, but had learned 

a very remarkable Circumſtance of his Life, 
viz. That he was one of thoſe who killed 
: Rainsborough, he names alſo one Colonel Ro- 
gers, and another Perſon, all whom were pro- 
feſſed Aſſaſſins, and yetwere very intimate with 
the King. No doubt this Letter brought the 
Author a conſiderable Remittance, as it ſerved 
to ſhew the Secretary's Diligence, and the Pro- 
tector's Danger. To ſay the Truth, this ap- 
pears to have been the beſtSeaſon in the world 
for Plotting, and however Cromwells Life 
might be hazarded, his Government was 
ſupported by it; for Thurloe play d with 
Conſpiracies as a Cat does with Mice, and 
whenever it was thought convenient, play'd 
them off with great Dexterity for his Maſter's 

Service. | | 

At the latter end of the firſt Volume there 
is a very large Collection of the Letters of 
one Mr. Corker, under the Name of Sy- 
* mond's, which relate to that called Dr. 
* Hewet's Plot, by which tis plain, that the 
+ whole of the Doctor's Deſigns were con- 
ſtantly and regularly bcetray'd to Thurloe, 
and, which is ſtill more extraordinary, the 

Informer, Mr. Corker, intimates more than 
ü t id. p. 511. | 
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ence, that he was ſo much * with 
the Secretary's Sham Plots croſling the true 
one of which he was in Scarch, that he 
found it very difficult to diſtinguiſh Friends 
from Focs, or to avoid ſending a Detail of 
his own Contrivances for authentick In- 
telligence. 

This Plot of Doctor Hewit makes a con- 
ſiderable Figure in Cromwell's Hiſtory, and 
it is certain that the Marquiſs of Or mond 
came over to put himſelf at the Head of the 
Cavaliers in caſe of a Riſing, yet this Corker 
gives none of the capital Circumſtances to 
the Secretary, but only Hints and Memo- 
randums, eſpecially as to Perſon's Names 
which ſhews he was only truſted to carry 
Meſlages and ſome particulars which I think 
may be juſtly ſuſpected to be of his own 
Invention, eſpecially the following Reccipt 
which he tells Thurloe if he was a Fowler 
might be of ſome Ule to him. 


A Receipt to make Gunpowder ſtrong 
enough to ſhoot the Protector Oliver 
through his Coat of Mail. 


«© Take ſome Grains of Pepper, the white 
ce is the moſt proper, ſteep them 24. Hours 
& in the ſtrongeſt Aqua vitæ, mix three or 
« four Grains with as much Powder as will 
e charge a Piſtol, and the Piſtol will carry 
twice as far, and conſequently pierce 
© twice as deep as it would without it “. 

Aboye 


r 
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Above all Mr. Corker's Epiſtles abound with 


Alſlaſſi nations, ſometimes he talks of poiſo- 


ning the Protector, at others, of way- lay ing 
him as he went to Chelſea to Bowls, then 
that ſix Gentlemen, each attended by fix 
truſty Servants, would attempt it, nay he 
extends this Matter to the Secretary himſelf, 
and in one of his Letters mentions the 
Spaniards Diſlike to Chancellor Hyde, and 
the King's Fear of diſmiſſing him becauſe 
truſted with all his Secrets, which inclincd 
his Majeſty to think of ſhooting him rather. 
But for all this Intelligence Corker appears 
to have been but indifferently rewarded, 
ſince ſometimes he complains that three 
quarters Salary was due to him and at others 
to Mr. Samuel Morland, who was T hurloe's 
Clerk, he preſſes him extremely to put the 


Secretary in mind of it, and get him a little 
Money, the better to deſerve which he ſends 
a Liſt of 60 Lords and Gentlemen whom 


he charges with Treaſon, and offers to ſend 


ſuch a Liſt for every County in England, 


n 1 
r 


if they were deſired, which ſhews how little 
Safcty Men cnjoy'd in thoſe ſad Times. 

When the Plot grew riper and there were 
Thoughts of ſeizing, he had a hundred 
Pounds given him, but that ſeems to have 
done him little good, ſince he returned 
quickly to his old Trade of begging freſh 
Supplies v. 

1 Bid. vol. i. p. 720. | 
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This Man's Intelligence in all probability 7. 
irritated the Protector againſt Doctor Hewit, AY 
who was clapp'd up in Priſon, brought be- 
forc the High Court of Juſtice, and on 
his refuſing to acknowledge their Autho- 
rity, had Judgment pronounced upon him 
as a Mute, in conſcquence of which he loſt 
his Head on Tower-Hill une 8. 1658, not- F 
withſtanding the ſtrong Interceſſion made 
for him by Mrs. Cleypole, the Protector's fa- 
vourite Daughter, who is thought to have 
broke her Heart on being refuſed his Life. 
He was a Man of a very fair Character and 
not at all like cither in his Temper or Man- 
ners to what he is repreſented by this Cork- 
er in his Letters. He ſuffer'd with great 
Firmneſs and Preſence of Mind, being at- 
tended on the Scaffold by the famous Doc- 
ter Barwick, to whom he gave a Ring juſt 2? 
as he ſubmitted his Head to the Block with * 
this Inſcription, Alter Ariſtides, which the 
Doctor kept to put him in mind of his Duty, 
in caſe he came to the ſame End v. 

This Act of Violence, for ſuch it apparently 
was, inccns'd the World exceedingly againſt _ 
Cromwell's Government; and as many of 
late, who arc unacquainted with the Hiſtory 
of thoſe Times, frame to themſelves magni- 
ficent Ideas of the Protector's mighty Power 
abroad, and publick Spirit at home, I think 


Dean Barawick's Life by his Brother Doctor Peter Bar- 
nick, p. 176. — 
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it may not be impropet to give you part of 


aà Letter which will ſet that Marter in a true 
Light, and ſhew by what Methods the Peo- 
ple were kept under, and with what Diffi- 

culty a Man preſerved his Liberty in thofe 
Times, which ſome would cry up as the 
glorious Days of Freedom. The Letter, 

of which I give you a Part, was written 


by one Mr. Marcellus Rivers, to Major 
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General Brown; this Rivers had been ttan- 


ſported to Barbadoes, the Cauſe you w ill 
learn from his own W ords, and I need only 
add that the Parliament, from whom he cx- 
pected Protection, was the Protectot's laſt 


Parliament, which he diſſolved fuddenly, 
1 and with much Indignation. = 


Lit. 8 
Having had former Experience of your 


J Goodneſs, and having been cated by your 
Hand upon my Letter, when I was hereto- 


fore under ſome Oppreſſion, that gives me 
the Confidence and you the Trouble of this 
| ſecond Letter. Though you cannot now 
: ſingly help me, yet in conjunction with the 
others of your great Aflembly, I hope 
you will further mine and all the others 
Liberty, who are now Slaves at Barba- 
aoes, and Petitioners at your Bar. For if 
this Man's ſtealing Trade hold good, that all 
they that were at the Salisbury | N iſing, {hall 
be ſold to the Indies for Slaves, becauſe they 
F Were 


L 34 ] 3 
were there, and all thoſe too, that were not at 
the Salisbury Riſing, ſhall be alſo ſold thi- 2 + 
ther becauſe they were not there, which is 
the Caſe of a great Number of the Petitio- 
ners, who never either ſaw Salisbury, or 
heard of the Riſing, or knew why they were 
committed to Priſon, yet found themſelves 
indicted for Treaſon; and being then quitted | 
by the Jury of Life and Death, are notwith- * 
ſtanding that Acquitment enſlaved. If this be 
allow'd, an caſy Underſtanding will quick- 
ly find what muſt neceſſarily become.of all 
the People of England. And theſe Met- 
chants of Men ſhelter themſelves, and hope 
to continue and increaſe England's Slavery 

by an unheard of Wile, which unleſs this 
brave Aſſembly of Parliament do wiſcly loox 
into, and vigorouſly ſtand to their own and 
the People's Preſervation, they themſelves 
may chance to be cheated of Lives, Liber- 
tics and Eſtates; and the Mayor, Aldermen *' 
and Citizens of London by this Law, will 
in time not be ſpared by theſe Meſt Indian 
Spirits. Theſe ſubtile Sophiſters do not ſeem 
to be ſo impudent, as publickly to eſtabliſh 
Iniquity by a Law, for that the free People 
would perccive, thouęh they might not be 
able to help; but theſc uſe the way of a 
more ſly Violence, and pick up free People 
travelling upon their Occaſions, and take © 
others out of their Houſes, upon pretence |} 
of publick Juſtice, and ſo do piouſly ſhelter * 
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and effe& their own private and profitable 
Malice. Of the former Number | believe 
the greateſt Part of the Petitioners are, but 
that's no matter, they were as proper Men 
as thoſe taken in Arms at South Moulton, 
and ſome of them of better Tradcs, and ſo 
wou'd prove more profitable Commodities, 
and lo would yicid more Sugar than theſe 
Gentlemen that could not work fo luſtily; 
bur I will Inftance but in one, taken out of 
hie Houſe, though I could name more. There 
was one Mr. Diamond a Devonſhire Gen- 
tleman at his Gate, three- ſcore and ſixteen 
Years of Age, taken up at Tiverton, and 
the greateſt Offence that they accuſed him 
to be guilty of was, that when Sir Foſpua 
Wagſtaffe and the Party came through that 
Town, and the poor old Gentleman uncx- 
pectedly wondring to ſee ſo many gallant 
Men travelling together, ask'd who they 
were? and it was anſwer'd Cavaliers. Marry 
ſaid he, they are very brave Gentlemen, were 
I as young as I have been I would go along 
with them. Whether he ſaid ſo or no, God 
knows, I know not, but that was all they had 
to alledge againſt him, which they never 
went about to prove, though he was kept 
a Priſoner a whole Year, moſt of the time 
in the Inner Priſon of the common Goal 
amongſt the Felons and Murderers, from 
which the High Goal of Exon is never tree, 
and all the reſt of the time in a Room in 

F 2 Straw 
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Straw, amoneſt threc or fourſcore Priſoners 
more. And he was ſo far from being in- 
dictcd that he was never ſo much as ex- 
amined by a Juſtice of Peace, and yet was 
this good old Gentleman raviſh'd away from 
the Poſom of the Wife of his Youth, and 
from the Youthful, but now unhappy Child- 
ren of their aged Parents, notwithſtanding 
his Age and Innocence, for it might have 
been charitably looked upon as an Effect of 
his Dotage, though he ſhould have ſaid as 
dangerous Words. This aged Gentleman 
was driven on Ship board, the grave Matron 
his Wife and their Children followed him 
with their affectionate T cars and heart-break- * 
ing Groans as far as Plymouth, but never 
ſaw him ſo much as to take Leave of him, 
but ſent to him on Ship-board to let him 
know, that they were come thither to mourn * 
with him at parting. But off from the Ship- 
board he might not paſs to ſalute his Wife 
and bleſs his Children, though it had been 
to nave ſaved his Soul: And to him he for- 
bid them to come upon his Love and Blefl- 
ing for fear they ſhould make him yet more 
miſcrable in being {natch'd away with him. 
Thus was this aged Gentleman thrown out 
of this converſable World at the leaſt, if 
not really into his Grave; all the Voyage 
bemoaning himſelf as a miſerable Man to 
be ſtollen away from his Aged Wife, of 
whoſe conſtant Affection he had Scores of 
Years © 


CW 3 

Years Experience, and who would now 
break her Heart for Grief, and never be able 
to ſee her own home again. In this high 
Agony of Love and Grief, and Fear and 
Danger, above all he was troubled that he 
ſhould go out of the World lcaving his poor 
Country in this laviſh Condition, which he 
had ſo many Ycars heretofore ſeen noble and 
free. Now Sir if this be the Liberty and 
Privilege of the Subject ſo long promiſed 
us, the People of England are in a fad Con- 
dition, and if there be no Redemption of 
us, already enſlav'd by a tyrannical I orce, 
for whoſe Service our Maſlers have nothing 
under our Hands to ſhew, nor have we any 
thing under their Hand to ſhew whether ever 
or never the Term of our Slavery ſhall end x. 

We ſee by this Letter to how great Diſ- 
treſs Cromwell was driven, ſince it muſt be 
owned he was too knowing a Man to have 
run willingly into ſuch Meaſures. We ſee 
too how little reſpect this new Government 
had, cither to the Laws of the Land, or the 
Liberty of the Subject. The Fact ſtated in 
this Letter far ſurpaſſes in Violence and Seve- 
rity all that ever were laid to the Charge of 
the former Government, and were at the 
ſame time things notorious, ſuch as the Ad- 
herents of Cromwell could not deny to be 
true. We need not wonder therefore that 
the Tide turned ſo ſtrongly and ſuddenly in 


® Thurloe's State Papers, vol. i. p. 745. 
fayour 


— 


—— U— 23 - 
— N 9 Ww - —— & © — - — 
RE. © We S — 9 — 


— — — — — — — — — 
- - 


— — — 


TC emer wn PE IA · -* 
”— 283 S -D — py > . . — — 


[ 38 ] 
favour of the exiled King, ſuch harſh, ſuch 
arbitrary Proceedings convinced the People, 
that in deſtroy ing their old Conſtitution they 
had been ruining themſelves, and that while 
they fancied themſelves fighting for Liber- 
ty they were in reality doing their utmoſt to 
change Subjection for Slavery, the mild Re- 
gimen of a legal Eſtabliſhment for a whim- 
fical kind of Tyranny, which was perpetu- 
ally changing it's Form, and yet implicit 
Obedience was expected to every new Form, 
under pain of ſuffering in caſe of Neglect as 
a Traytor. In ſuch a Cale, what Wonder 
it cvery thinking Man became a Royaliſt? 

To make this ſtill more clear, I will lay 
before you Part of a Letter which is enti- 
tled An Information about a Plot. The 
Paper is unſign'd, and ſcems to have been 
directed to the Lords of the Council. The 
Perſon who wrote it pretends only to re— 
late what he heard from one Tudor, whom 
he calls Tider; in all probability he had the 
Subſtance ot this Account drawn up for 
him, but be that as it will, it contains a 
true Picture of the Times, and ſhews that 
the moſt conſiderable Perſons in all Parts 
of the Nation, and of all Sects and Par- 
tics, were grown into a perfect Hatred of 
Cromwell, and reſolved to run any riſque 


to rid theinſelves of his Tyranny. 


He (Tudor) told him, that moſt of the 
Presbyterian Nobility, and diyers of the 
old 


E 
old Parliament Men would have riſen for 
the King. Then I asked him how he could 
know their Intentions, to which he replicd, 
that one of the King's Servants was ſent out 
of France to give notice of the Deſign to 
one Mr. John Markham, who lives in the 
Savoy, and he was to prepare the Lords, 
and Lenthall, the old Speaker, was to give 
notice to ſuch of the old Members who (in 
the beginning of March laſt) had ſent a 
Gentleman to aſſure the King, that if he 
could but land five or {ix thouſand Men in 
the Meſt, all England would riſe for him, 
and he ſhould ncither want Men or Mo- 
ncy; for that the Tyrant Cromwell did in- 
tend to deſtroy the Nobility and Gentry, 
and inflame the People by taking away both 
Law and Goſpel, and then to govern by an 
arbitrary Power; that he diſobliged all Men 
but his Party, moſt of the Army being mere 
Atheiſts, for there had not been a Commu- 
nion ſince the Army came into H/þztehall; 
but if Cromuell had heard and relieved 
the People's Grievances, and called the old 
Members to an Account, as was expected 
and pretended when he diſſolved the Par- 
liament, and ſo have taken off Taxes, he 
would thereby have ſo won the Hearts and 
united the Affed ions of the People to him, 
that it would have been a hard Matter to 
have outed him, and now that he doth in- 


tend to make himſelf a Monarch, his Am- 


bition 


ode. oo * 
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bition would deſtroy him, the Army being 
divided upon that Occaſion. That Colonel 
Pride had told one Mr. Corcellus, his inti- 
mate Friend, a Brewer, that he, Colonel Hu- 


ſon, Colonel Rich, Colonel Joyce, Majot 


General Harriſon, and divers of the Army in 
Scotland, had reſolv'd to oppoſe him in caſe 
he would take Monarchichal Government 
upon him ; and this was the Subſtance of the 
Meflage ſent to the King. Then I asked Mr. 
Tudor what Lords had engaged, and he told 
me Warwick, Salisbury, the Lord Roberts, 
Mancheſter, Northumberland, Gray of 
Wark, and divers others; and that there 
were a Party to riſe in the City that ſhould 
be commanded by Major General Browne; 
and Sir William Waller was to command 
the Weſtminſter and Middleſex Forces, and 
fo cvery Lord and Parliament Man was de- 
ſircd to riſe in that particular County where 
he had moſt Power; that Sir Thomas Mid- 
dleton had undertaken to raiſe Men for 
Denbighſhire; and one Mr. Edward 
Vaughan, a powerful Man, for Montgome- 


riſtire; and one Mr. Henry Vernon had 


undertaken to bring in his Couſin Sir Mil. 
liam Brucrton, to raiſe Forces in Cheſtrre ; 


and that Sir Henry Chomly, Harry Darly, 


and James Challiner, had undertaken to 
bring in the Lord Fairfax. That Bell the 7 
Apothecary and Sir Robert Pye were to 
be Treaſurers, to keep ſuch Moneys as ſhould 
bc 


4 
* * 
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be ſent in for Teſtminſter; and Sir Gilbert 
Garrard for Middleſex; for London, Al- 
derman Vickers and one Charles Floyd, 
who had fined for Alderman; Sir George 
Whitmore, Mr. Heningham and Sir Wil- 
liam Plater deſigned for Norfolk and Suf- 
folk; Lord Coventry and Mr. Lech mere, 
the Lawyer, for //orceſterſhire; the Ste- 


phens for Gloceſterſhire, the Harleys for 


Herefordſhire; Sir Hugh Owen and his Bro- 
ther for South Wales; and that there were 
tour Treaſurers appointed for the four Inns 
of Court, for the Inner Temple Mr. Twiſ- 
den and Mr. Wicehcote, for the Middle Tem- 


ple Mr. Thomas Whitmore, for Lincoln's 


Inn, Mr. Love, the other Clerk, and for 
Grays-Inn Mr. Pelham, who had been 
Speaker; for Surry Sir Richard Onſlow 
and Mr. Ambroſe Browne ; for Kent Sir 
Stephen Leonard and Sir Humphrey Stiles ; 
for Suſſex, Sir Thomas Pelham and Colo- 
nel Morley, with others for other particu- 
lar Countics whoſe Names he could not ſo 
well remember. Sir Thomas Alſton and 
his two Brothers for Bedfordſhire. And 
this is the full Relation as near as I can re- 
member, of all was told me by Mr. Tudor, 
as he had reccived it from the King's own 
Servant, who had the ſame related to him 
by his Majeſty when he ſent him over. 
And further he ſaid that four Citizens Sons 
had ſcnt the King 8000 /. George Prat 
| 2000 J. 
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2000 /. Eſq; wh 2000 J. Mr. Richard 
Bennet 2000/1. and Currauce the I aylor's 
Son 2000/. all which Money the King had 
reccived before he came over; and which 
Meſſage fo ſent over to his Majeſty, he did 
verily bclieve was the firſt Occaſion of this 
Plot againſt the Lord Protector y. 

At firſt ſight there will appear nothing very 
curious or inſtructive in this Paper, but when 
it is more narrowly look'd into, it will ap- 
pear in quite another Light. It is my Opt- 
nion as I told you before, and when you 
have attentively conſider'd it, it will be 
yours, that the Matter and Words of this 
Paper came from two Hands, the Language 
being as low as the Subject is high, and the 
Informer introduced purely for the Sake of 
laying Facts with ſome ſort of Evidence be- 
fore the Council. Then Sir reflect with 
yourſelf what an uncaſy Situation the Pro- 
tector Cromwell muſt have been in, when 
the Principal Nobility and Gentry in the 
Kingdom were cmbark'd in Deſigns againſt 
his Perſon and Government, or at leaſt had 
given juſt Grounds to ſuſpect they were em- 
bark d in ſuch Deſigns. I remember Doc- 
tor Skinner, in his Life of General Monk 
tells us, that it was the Opinion of that in- 
telligent Perſon that if Oliver had lived 
much longer he would have found it a hard 
Matter to have kept his Scat. At this diſ- 

bid. vol. i. p. 749. 
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tance of time it would have been difficult 
to have found ſufficient Evidence to juſtify 
General Monk's Sentiment, if this Book had 
not appeared. But from Thurloe's Papers, 
and eſpecially from this I have laid before 
you, it is manifeſt that his Scheme of Poli- 
cy began to be generally underſtood, and in 
conſequence thereof to be as generally de- 
teſted. His own Confederates hated him 
for inclining to be King, and why? Becauſe 
this was fixing that Power to his Family, 
which they help'd him to acquire, and which 
they thought to enjoy in their Turns. On 
the other Hand all the old Patriots, all the 
ſtirring Members in the Long Parliament 
were Enemies to his Adminiſtration. They 
had contributed to the Deſtruction of the 
Houſe of ST UART, not from any particular 
Diſlike to that Line, as ſome late Writers 
have tooliſhly imagined, but becauſe they 
thought the two late Kings affected arbitrary 
Power, and for this very reaſon they were as 
angry with Cromwell. They had acted, 
ſtruggled and fought againſt one Tyranny, 
and were therefore of all People the leaſt 
inclined to ſubmit to another. The only 
Proſpect they had of Redemption was by re- 
ſtoring their old Conſtitution, and thus the 
Myſtcry is explain'd, and we ſee clearly, that 
the very ſame Men who were acceſlary to 
to the Death of Charles I. without any par- 
ticular Malice to his Perſon, became the 

| G 2 Inſtru- 


« ©. * 
3 


— — — — 
— 


* — 
— * — 


Toon Ce 


8 
. — — — 
hag 2 Sw — ET omen oo — —— 
— w_e my - — » — 4 ” : — — : 
4 


GASfail, Swat * T2500 


A 


Inſtruments of King Charles Il's Reſtaura- 
tion without any great Affection either for 
him or for his Title. This Sir is a Truth, 
an important Truth, the certain Knowledge 
of which we owe to the Publication of 
theſe Papers, as we arc indebted to the hap- 
py Liberty of the Preſent Times for the 
Freedom of making ſuch Reflections as theſe, 
without which the reading of Hiltory would 
be, but a very uſeleſs Labour. 

W har extraordinary Schemes were en— 
tered into for rivetting the Protector's Go- 
vernmcnt upon the People, how burthcn- 
ſome and how diſagrecable ſocver it might be 
to them is likewiſe made ſufficiently plain by 
aburdance of pieces in this Collection, but 
particularly by an extraordinary Paper which 
bears this Title: Some Propoſals for the 
keeping out the Family of the Stuarts. 
The Author lays it down as a thing im- 
practicable to be done unleſs ſome conſi 
derable Army be kept on foot, and then 
he lays down theſe Kules for modelling that 
Army, and rendring it effectual for this 
Purpoſe. 

I hat if this Army be not ſo compoſed, that 
it may ſerve theſe Ends, as well for Intereſt 


as for Pay, it may be the readieſt Inſtru- 


ment to deſtroy theſe Ends. 

That all thoſe Perſons, which are Poſ— 
ſeſſors of the King's Lands, Dutchy Lands, 
Diſhops Lands, Dean and Chapter Lands, 
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Fec- farm Rents, Delinquents Eſtates, are 
fitteſt, by reaſon of their Intereſt, to main- 
tain thole Ends, 

That in order thercunto, they ſhould be 
drawn to raiſe a competent Number of 
common Troopers and Soldiers, which 
with ordinary Forces may ſerve to pxreſerve 
and ſecure the forcſaid Intereſt. 

That the fittcſt Perſons to begin this 
Work are the Soldiers, for if they be pet— 
ſuadcd to begin, Mcans may be caſily found 
to draw in the relt. 

Reaſons to induce the preſent Soldiers to 
reliſh this Propoſition arc theſe: That with- 
out ſuch a Way, the Army, after ſome time, 
will become Men of another Intereſt; tor 
theſe dying and leaving their Lands to their 
Wives and Children, ſuch as arc not fit to 
be, or ſhall not be, of the Army, hereby 
the Intereſt will be divided from the Army, 
which if it happen, and thereby ſome Change 
come, the Soldiers Lands arc likely to be 
pluck'd at, and taken from them and their 
Heirs. And the future Armigs themſelves 
that have no part in this Intcreſt, may envy 
the Intereſt of the former Army, and leave 
it undefended to others, or perchance be 
willing to ſhare it themſelves. 

That this Undertaking being a Way of In- 
ſurancc, it will advance the Value of theſe Eſ 
tates, and whercas ſuch Eſtates as are now va- 

lucd 
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lued at ten or eleven Years purchaſe in Marri- 
ages and other Tranſactions, they will by ſuch 
an Inſurance grow to be of the ſame Value 
with other Men's Eſtates, ſo that what they 
loſe ycarly in a Part, they will get upon the 
whole. 

And for other purchaſers which are not 
Soldiers, they cannot but think ſuch an Inſu- 
rance very valuable, both for the former 
Reaſons and becauſe molt of them may be 
liable to be queſtion'd for not paying the 
juſt rates appointed by Parliament, having 
gotten Debentures upon a low and inconſi- 
dcrable Price. 

Care ſhould be had in propounding the 
Buſincis, that the forcſaid Poſſeſſors be drawn 
to give Men and not Money, becauſe other- 
wiſe they may be jealous, that the Money 

may be diverted to ſome other Ules; and 
becauſc the Men, when they are not in Ex- 
erciſe or actual Service, may be employ'd by 
thoſe that maintain them, which will make 
the Burden lightcr; and for their further Sa- 
tisfaction they may chuſe the Perſons them- 
ſelves, who ſhall be common Soldiers and 
Troopers, that they may be aflured thereby, 
that they ſhall be ſuch as ſhall uphold their 
Intereſt. 

This being effected, and thereby a conſi- 
derable Number of common Soldiers being 
raiſed, they may be commanded by ſuch 
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Officers, as ſhall be choſen by the Lord Pro- 
tector, and paid by the State; which will be 
ſufficient to ſubject them to his Command. 

If the Lord Protector make Choice of 
ſuch Perſons to be Commanders, as arc intc- 
reſted in theſe Lands, and do contribute to 
the Maintainance of Men as aforeſaid, it 
may much add to the Security of this Inte- 
reſt. Beſides when Men ſce that the Main- 
tainance of Soldiers for the Preſervation of 
this Intereſt may be a Way to Preferment, 
it may be a Motive to them the rather to 
conſent to this Maintainance. 

It muſt be acknowledged that this Scheme 
is drawn up with much Skill and Addreſs, 
and was as well calculated for the Purpoſe it 
was intended to ſerve, as any Scheme could 
be; for it went on this plain Maxim, that 
to intereſt the People in the Preſervation of 
the Government was the moſt effectual Means 
to preſerve it. Vet let me propound to you 
ſome Objections to this Scheme, which 
though I allow it (and I take it to be T hurloe's 
own) excellent in its kind, yet I think it was, 
as things then ſtood, abſolutely impracticable, 
or rather ineffectual, for theſe Reaſons. Firſt, 
by this contrivance that Support which might 
have rendred the Protector's Government 
independent, was taken away. While the 
Suprcam Magiſtrate has an Eſtate in Land 
ſufficient to maintain the ordinary Expence 
of his Adminiſtration, it muſt be his own 
Fault 


480 


Fault if he is inſecure, but if once he comes 
to depend for his Subſiſtance upon his 
Subjects, it will require all his Prudence to 
watch for his own Safety, and perhaps that 
will be found little enough too. Secondly, 
By this Scheme all the Churchmen and all 
affected to the Church were rendred irre— 
concilable to the Protector, and his Enemies 
were numerous enough before; beſides, this 
Plan undoubtedly provoked thePresbyterians, 
whoſe Teachers had in Idea ſwallow'd all 
the Church Lands alrcady. Thirdly, the 
ſetting up of a perpetual ſtanding Army loſt 
the Nation at a Blow, diſcovered plainly the 
Deſign of ruling by Force, and treated a 
ſtronger Spirit of Reſiſtance than it provided 
a Bridle to rcſtrain. 

The Protector Oliver, and the few he 
truſted, were certainly Men of Sagacity in 
reſpec to their own Intereſt, and knew very 
well how to vary their Conduct, as Circum- 


ſtances made it neceſſary. But by degrees 


theſe Arts failed them, or rather were worn 
out. They had in their turns cajoled and 
deccived every Party in the Kingdom, even 
down to the poor Royaiits who were al- 
ready ſo ftript and plunder'd that they were 
ſcarce worth cheating; and this Sunſhine of 
Fayour induc'd fames Howell to write a 
Book and addrets it to the Protector, wherein 
he boldly inveigh'd againſt the Power of Parli- 
aments, and openly vindicated King Charles l. 

in 
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in the whole Diſpute with his Parliament, 
which Book was very well received and 
thereby plainly proved that Monarchy at the 
bottom was what Oliver aim'd at, and per- 
haps a more abſolute Monarchy than any of 
our Kings pretended to, ſince he frequently 
took ſuch Liberties with Parliaments as left 
them only the Name of Parliaments, a thing 
unthought of by the moſt Enterprizing of 
our Princes. Vet all this would not do, the 
People had hitherto ſuch a Veneration for 
thoſe Aſſemblies that no Art could remove, 
no Force could exterminate, and therefore 
his Highneſs was obliged to bear the Incon- 
venience which he could not poſlibly re- 
move. His very Army loved Parliaments, 
and his Republican Ofhcers grew as weary 
of his Uturpation as the Cavaliers them- 
ſelves, which gave him infinite Diſquiet when 
he diſcerned the true State of things, and 
how little it was in his Power or that of his 
Party to alter it. 

With a View to extricate himſelf out of 
theſe Troubles, the Cauſe of which he 
plainly ſaw to be deviating too far from the 
old Conſtitution, he reſolved to return to 
it or atleaſt to approach as near it as he could. 
In this he was encouraged by the Lawyers, 
eſpecially Yhitlock and Lenthall, both able 
Men, though both had ſuffcr'd themſelves 
to be carried along by the Torrent and for 
the Sake of acquiring large Fortunes had 
gonc 
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gone on for many Years in a Courſe they 
ſecretly diſapproved ; There is good reaſon 

to believe that Oliver ſuſpected the Fidelity 
of cach of them and with reaſon ; for they 
both had ſome Intercourſe with the King. 
He was however very willing to obtain their 
Advice and ready to act by it, becauſe he 
thought them prudent and timorous Men, 
who in conſulting their own Safety might 
point out the Road to his. From the Hints 
they gave, hc took it into his Head to revive 
the Uppcr Houle of Parliament, or rather to 
create a new one, under the Title of the 
other Houſe. How indifferently this Scheme 
ſuccceded, and how after wearing and wea- 
rying out all who oppoſed him, he at laſt 
wore and wearicd out himſelf, will be ſeen 
in the following accurate Account which 
is preſerved in this Collection of Papers. It 
was written by Mr. 7% n Maidſtone to 
Johm Winthrop Eſq; Governor of the Co- 
lony of Connecticut in New England, and 
if you abate for the Antiquity of the Style 
and a few Strokes of that Enthuſiaſm which 
was the common Vice of the Age, you will 
judge as I do, that in this ſmall Picture you 
have a very handſome Likeneſs of Crom- 
well and his Government, ſo that by view- 
ing it attentively you cannot but diſcern 
things as they were, and eſpecially thoſe Cir- 
cumſtances which the Author ſecks molt to 
conceal. 


This 
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« This other Houſe, ſays he, was to conſiſt 
of ſcyenty Perſons all at firſt to be nomi- 
nated by the Protector, and after as any 
one dyed, a new one to be nominated by 
him and his Succeſſors, and aſſented to 
by themſelves, or without that Conſent 
not to ſit: Twenty of them was a Quo- 
rum. It was no ſmall Task for the Pro- 
tector to find Idoneous Men for this Place, 
becauſe the future Security of the honeſt 
Intereſt, ſeemed (under God) to be laid 
up in them; for by a moral Generation 
(if they were well choſen at firſt) like 
Foundationals in the gathering of aChurch, 
they would propagate- their own kind, 
when the ſingle Perſon could not: And 
the Commons (who repreſented the Na- 
tion) would not, having in them for the 
moſt Part, the Spirit of thoſe they repre- 
ſent, which hath little Affinity with or 
reſpect to the Cauſe of God. And indeed 
to ſpeak freely, ſo barren was the Iſland 
of Perſons of Quality ſpirited for ſuch a 
Service, as they were not to be found, 
according to that of the Apoſtle 1 Cor. 
i. 26. Ze ſee your calling, not many wiſe 
nor noble, &c. 
«© This forced him to make it up of Men 
of mean rank, and conſcquently of leſs 
Intereſt, and upon Tryal too light for Ba- 
lance, too thin for a Screen, and upon 
the Point ineffectual to anſwer the De— 
H 2 ſign 
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ſign, being made a Scorn by the Nobi- 


* lity and Gentry, and Generality of the 
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People; the Houſe of Commons conti- | 


nually ſpurning at their Power, and 


ſpending lage Debates in controverting |. 
their Title, till at length the Protector 


(finding the Diſtempers which grew in his 
Government and the Dangers of the pub- 
lick Peace thereby) diſſolved the Parlia- 
ment and ſo ſilenced that Controverſy 
for that time. And that was the laſt that 
fate during his Life, he being compelled 
to wreſtle with the Difficulties of his Place 
as well as he could, without Parliamen- 
tary Aſſiſtance, and in it met with ſo 
great a Burthen, as (I doubt not to ſay 
it drank up his Spirits, of which his na- 
tural Conſtitution yielded a vaſt Stock, | 
and brought him to his Grave, his inter- 
ment being the Secd-time of his Glory, 
and England's Calamity. Before I paſs 
further, pardon me in troubling you with | 
the Character of his Perſon, Which by 
reaſon of my nearneſs to him, I had 


„Opportunity well to obſerve. 


„His Body was well compact and Strong, 
his Stature under ſix foot (believe about | 
two Inches) his Head ſo ſhaped as you] 
might ſee it a Storehouſe and Shop both of | 
a vaſt Treaſury of natural Parts. His Temper 
exceeding fiery as I have known, but the | 


« Flame of it kept down for the moſt Part 


or 


C53 1 


« or ſoon allayed with thoſe Moral En- 
« dowments he had. He was naturally 
« compaſſionate towards Objects in diſtreſs, 
« even to an effeminate Meaſure; though 
« God had made him a Heart, wherein was 
«© little room for any Fear, but what was 
c due to himſelf, of which there was a 
* large Proportion, yet did ſhe exceed in 
* Tenderneſs towards Sufferers. A larger 
* Soul I think hath ſcldom dwelt in a 
“ Houſe of Clay than his was. I da be- 
&« lieve if his Story was impartially tran(- 
* mitted and the unprejudiced World well 
<« poſſeſs d with it, ſhe would add him to 
© her nine Worthics, and make up that 
C Number a Decemviri. He lived and 
t died in comfortable Communion with 
“ God, as judicious Perſons near him well 
* obſerved. He was that Mordecai that 
ce ſought the Welfare of his People, and 
© ſpake Peace to his Seed, yet were his 
« Temptations ſuch, as it appeared fre- 
e quently that he that hath Grace enough 
« for many Men, may have too little for 
« himſelf, the Treaſure he had being but 
« an carthern Veſſel, and that equally defi- 
cc led with Original Sin, as any other Man's 
Nature is 

I might (but that it would have been 
tedious) from the ſame Paper have con- 
tinued the Account of publick Affairs 


® Thurloe's State Papers, vol. i. p. 766. 
through 
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through all the Changes of our Government 
to that which was very properly call'd the 
Reſtauration. The Reſtauration of what? 
of a King to the Throne of his Farhers, of 
the Royal Family to their Rights, this had 
often happened in our Nation before and 
yet we never dignified the Ara with the Title 
of RES TAU RAT TION. There was then cer- 
tainly ſomething more in it, and that ſome- 
thing was the reviving of our Conſtitution, 
the replacing of our Nobility in their 
Houſe, and their Houſes, inſtead of the 
Brewers and Coblers that had unaccountably 
got Poſſeſſion of them; and thus this Farce 
of a Commonwealth, this ſtrange Sight of 
a Nation walking with it's Heels uppermoſt 
came to an End, and the People, as if they 
had ſtarted out of a drunken Fit, and had 
juſt recover'd their Senſes, after a little 
ſcratching their Heads and rubbing their 
Eyes came to themſelves, and began to mind 
their Buſineſs. Praiſ God Barebone; the 
Leatherſeller confined his Thoughts to his 
Shop, and dreamt no more of becoming a 
Legiſlator, the Clergy mounted the Pulpit 
again, and the Word of God was preach'd 
in a Style a ſober Man might hear without 
forfeiting his Gravity, the Law reſumed it's 
Power and became an Umpire between 
King and People, nor were honeſt Men 


any longer frighted by a High Court of 


Juſtice, which ran as high in it's Procced- 
ings 


- by e N * , 
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ings as in it's Title, and exceeded even the 
Court of Inquiſition in Tyrany and Op— 
preſſion; in fine our Gentry came again into 
their Eſtates, our Merchants renew'd their 
old Correſpondencies, for the Nation reco- 
vered her Credit abroad and we were no 
longer looked on as Barbarians that could 
not bear with Patience the mildeſt Form of 
Rule that ever took place among a civili- 
zed People. And might not this Sir be truly 
called a RES TAu RAT ION, when the King, 
the Lords, and the Commons, Clcre,; and 
Laity, Lawyers, Soldiers and Sailors, had 
their own again, and the Satisfaction of 
knowing they ſhould keep it? As a Proof 
that this was the Senſe of all wiſc and ho- 
neſt Men at the time it happen'd read the 
following Letter from Mr. Henry Crom- 
well, the Protector Oliver's ſecond Son, to 
the Lord Chancellor Clarendon, and you 
will diſcern the Force and Truth of theſe 
Reflections. 

” May it plcaſc your Lordſhip, when the 
Declaration was framing, I did abhor to 
be fo unreaſonable as to ſeek any parti- 
cular Proviſion for myſclf in it. But 
when I ſaw myſelf ſecured with the Mul- 
titude, and when his Majeſty by his ſpe- 
cial Letters and Promiſes declared, that 
though indeed I had ſcaped in the Crowd, 
yct that he had a particular Mercy for 
mc; and when I ſaw hc could not be 
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<< prevailed upon to unſettle others, who 


cc 


perhaps (abating my Name) were greater 
Offenders, I did then preſume to inſiſt 
upon that his Mercy, nor could I belieye 
(with ſome) that my ſo doing was diſ- 


« honourable unto his Majeſty, And your 
« Lordſhip (being above making an Intereſt 
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by trampling on the Fallen, or by being 
bitter againſt things that came to paſs 
by God's ſecret Providence) have moſt 
nobly and Chriſtianly patroniz'd me im it, 
even to Succeſs; and for this in a few 
Words I give your Lordſhip my eternal 


* Thanks and Prayers. I might perhaps 


cc 


have better expreſſed theſe my Sentiments 
ſome other way; yet J have preſumed to 
do it thus by a Letter, that there may 
remain a Teſtimony of Infamy upon me, 
if ever I avuſe the admirable Mercy I 
have found, either by future Diſloya:ty 
to his Majeſty, or Ingratitude to your 
Lordſhip. And I wiſh your Lordſhip 
would add one fayour more, which is to 
aſſure his moſt excellent Majeſty, and his 
Royal Highneſs (how hard or needleſs 
ſoever it be to believe me) that few can 
wiſh their Royal Perſons, Family or In- 
tereſt more Proſperity and Eftabliſhment 


than doth, may it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 


GC * 


b Thurlce's State Papers, vol. i. p. 733. 
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Tais Gentleman Mr. Henry Cromwell 
had indeed deſerycd very well of the King 
and of the Nation, for in [re/and he go- 
verned with great Juſtice and Moderation, 
and was remarkably civil to the Royaliſts, 
as Ludlow alſo was from a Principle of Ho- 
nour. After the Reſtauration Mr. Henry 
Cromwell lived many Years in a happy Re- 
tirement. His Houſe was but a little Way 
from Newmarket where King Charles did 
him the Honour of a Vilit twice, and when 
he heard that Mr. Cromwell was dead of 


the Gravel, he expreſs'd a great Concern that 


he had not taken ſome Drops for that Diſ- 
temper, which his Majeſty prepared. This 
ſhews how cordial the Reconciliation was 
on both Sides and how little even the moſt 
natoward Circumſtances render good na- 
tur'd Men ſuſpicious of each other. His 
clder Brother Richard out-lived him long, 
and in Qucen Ann time he had Occaſion 
to appear in the Court of Chancery on 
Account of a Suit, in which he was very 
ill treated by his near Relations. Lord Cows 
per who preſided in that Court, as ſoon as 
he ſaw him, order'd him a Chair, for 
which, when he came next to Court, the 
Queen thanked him, and declared if Mr. 
Cromwell had come into her Preſence ſhe 
would have done as much. He died, I 
think, the latter End of her Reign at his 


Houſe at Cheſhunt in Hertfordſhire, where 
1 he 


11 


he had lived for many Years in great Eaſe 
and Safety. 

I have now run throngh the firſt Volume 
of Thurloe's Papers, and have given you an 
Account of ſuch as I thought would divert 
you moſt, but before I cloſe this Letter I 
muſt take Notice of ſomewhat that might 
ſeem to contradict what I have told you 
in Relation to Mrs. Barlow. There is to- 
wards the End of the Volume, amongſt 
the Papers communicated by his Grace the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, two Letters from 
the Princeſs of Orange to King Charles II. 
Part of which 1 ſhall lay before you, and 
then tell you what I think of them, and 
how they may be reconciled to what I have 
already advanced. 

The firſt of theſe is dated from the Hague 
May 20th. 1655, and concludes thus,“ Your 
« Wife is reſolving whether ſhe will write 
* or no, therefore I am to ſay nothing to 
you from her; but will keep open my 
Letter as long as the Poſt will permit, 

to expect what good Nature will work, 
which I find now docs not at all; for 
it is now eleven a Clock and no Letter 
4 *.* | 

The ſecond Letter is dated Hounſlerdike 


21 June 1655, and concludes with theſe 
Words. “ Your Wife deſires me to pre- 


<* ſent her humble Duty to you, which is 
* Thurloe's State Papers, vol. i. p. 665. 
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ce all ſhe can ſay. I tell her it is becauſe 
ce ſhe thinks of another Husband, and does 
« not follow your Example of being as 
« conſtant a Wife as you are a Husband; 
&« *tis a frailty they ſay is given to the Sex, 
« therefore you'll Pardon her, I hope *.” 


You will own that at firſt Sight there is 


ſomething ſtrange in theſe Letters, and that 
conſidering the Princeſs of Orange was the 
King's Siſter, ſhe ought to know as well as 
any Body whether the King had or had not 
a Wife, and that her Authority in that 
Reſpect ought to be deciſive, But then Sir 
give me leave to obſerve in the firſt Place, 
that neither of theſe Paſſages could poſſibly 
refer to Mrs. Barlow, ſhe was not a Wo- 
man to whom the Princeſs of Orange ow'd 
ſuch a Defercnce as to wait till ſhe was in 
the Humour of Writing, to kcep her own 
Letter open for her, and to make ſuch an 
Excuſe for her not writing at laſt. It is 


impoſlible to imagine that the Princeſs of 


Orange and Mr. O Neile ſhould write in 
ſuch different Stiles af the ſame Perſon and 
almoſt at the ſame time too, eſpecially, 
ſuppoſing her to have ſuch a Relation to 
the King. In the next Place the Language 
of both Letters ſeems to intimate that the 
Lady here referred to was not a Wife in 
the ſtrict Senſe of the Word. Such a one 
would ſcarce haye demurred about writing, 
e Ibid. | 
I 2 nor 
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nor would it have been decent for the Prin— 


ceſs to have laid of her, that ſhe turned her 


Thoughts on another Husband. I am there- 
fore clearly of Opinion that this was ſome 
Princeſs or Lady of great Quality (perhaps 
the Princeſs of Tarentum then at the 
Hague) who had danccd with the King in 
ſome Mask in the Character of his Wife. 
This I take to be both a clear, and natural 
Explication of this Paſſage, ſuch a one as 
agrees perfectly with the Manner of her 
Highnets's Writing, and reconcilcs at once 
the Senſe and the Stile of her Letter. 

But becauſe this is a matter of ſome Im- 


portance, and I would willingly leave you 


without Doubts in the Affair, I muſt trou- 
ble you to look upon part of two other 
Letters, written to the King by his Aunt 
the Queen of Bohemia, and which occur 
in the very ſame Collection, becauſe as I 
take it, they ſet this Mattcr in a clear 
Light, and prove that the Senſe of the for- 
mer Letters is preciſely that which I have 
given you. 

The firſt of theſe is dated from the Hague 
Dec. 13.1655, whercin her Majcſty ſpeaks 
thus of the Princeſs of Orange, and of the 
Manner in which they paſled their Time 
at that place. © My dear Neice recovers her 


<© Health and good Looks extremely by her 


© Excrciſcs; ſhe twice dancing with the 
«© Maskcrs has done herſelf much good. 


« We 
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© had it two Nights. The firſt time it was 
« deadly cold, but the laſt time the Weather 
« was alittle better. The Subject your Ma- 
* jcſty will ſce was not extraordinary; but 
<« it was very well danced. Our Dutch 
«© Miniſters ſaid nothing againſt it in the 
« Pulpit; but a little French Preacher, 
Carre, ſaid in his Sermon we had com- 
© mitted as great a Sin as that, of Sodom and 
„ Gomorrah; which ſet all the Church a 
* laughing. For lack of bettter Stuff I 
« writc this f.“ 

The ſecond Letter is datcd 17th of the 
next Month, wherein her Majeſty after a 
few Lines of Buſineſs writes thus.“ Though 
] believe you had more Mcat and Drink 
at anibal Seiſtat's, yet I am ſure our 
« Fidlers were better, and Dancers. Your 
& Siſter was very well dreſs'd like an Ama- 
Son; the Princeſs Tarante like a Shep- 
„ herdels; Madamoiſelle d Orange, a 
« Nymph, they were all very well dreſs'd: 
« Mrs. Hare was a Jwiſſer's Wife, but 
« I wiſh of all the Sights your Majeſty had 
« ſeen Vanderdus; there neyer was ſeen 
„“the like; he was a Gipſie; Nan Hide 
« was his Wife; he had Pantalon cloſe to 
him in red and yellow, ſtriped with rut- 
e fled Sleeves: He looked juſt like a Fack a 
« Lent. They were twenty ſix in all, and 
© Danccd till five a Clock in the Morning. 

f Ibid. p. 672. 
Ve 
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« We had a great Feaſt at Prince Milliam's 
« Child's Chriſtning. It was Supper; and 
e there we had Dancing alſo, as upon Fri- 
day laſt at the Princeſs de Tarente's 8.” 
This evidently proves that Masking was 
the favourite Diverſion of the Family, at 
leaſt of the female Part of it, and if I carry 
it farther and ſuppoſe it as agrecable to the 
King, I think theſe Letters will bear me 
out, for certainly the Queen would never 
have written ſo much upon ſuch a Subject, 
if ſhe had not known it would have divert- 
cd the King. But 1 am afraid I have tired 
you a little with my Criticiſms. To make 
you amends I will divert you with a Letter 
which is not in this Collection, an Origi- 
nal of King Charles II's on his Marriage. 
It is in the Earl of Oxford's celebrated 
Collection and is fubſcribed C. R. in a Cy- 
pher, and ſuperſcribed. For the Chancel- 
lor. It runs thus. © Portſmouth 2 1ſt May 
« 8 in the Morning. I arrived here Yeſter- 
« day about two in the Afternoon, and as 
* ſoon as I had Shifred myſelf, I went into 
« my Wife's Chamber whom I found in 
Bed by reaſon of a little Cough, and 
« ſome Inclination to a Feaver, which was 
« cauſed as we Phylicians ſay, by having 
< certain things ſtopt at Sea, which ought 
ce to have carried away thoſe Humours, but 
«© now all is in their due Courſe, and I be- 
8 bid. p. 074, 675. 
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lieve ſhe will find herſelf very well this 
Morning as ſoon as ſhe wakes.——It was 
happy for the Honour of the Nation, that 
I was not put to the Conſummation of 
the Marriage laſt Night, for I was ſo 
ſleepy by having ſlept but two Hours in 
my Journey, as I am afraid, that Matters 
would have gone but very ſleepily. I can 
now only give you an Account of what 
I have ſeen a Bed, which in ſhort is, her 
Face is not ſo exact as to be called a 
Beauty, though her Eyes are excellent 
good, and not any thing in her Face that 
can in the leaſt Degree ſhock one. On 
the contrary ſhe has as much Agrecable- 
neſs in her Looks altogether as ever I 
ſaw, and if I have any Skill in Phiſiog- 
nomy, which I think I have, ſhe muſt 
be as good a Woman as cver was born. 
Her Converſation as much as I can per- 
ceive is very good, for ſhe had Wit 
enough and a moſt agreeable Voice. You 
would wonder to ſee how well we are 
acquainted already. In a Word, I think 
myſelf very happy, for I am confident 
our two Humours will agree very well 
together. I have not time to ſay any 
morc. Mr. Lord Licutcnant will give 
you an Account of the reſt. ” 

When I thought of Tranſcribing this 


Letter it was only to divert you, but! ſince 
recollect that it may be alſo of ſome Uſe. 


Biſhop 
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- Biſhop Burnet in his Hiſtory tells us, that 
he ſaw the Letter the King wrote to the 
Earl of Clarendon the Day aftcr his Marri- 
age, by which it appcar'd very plainly that 
the Marriage was conſummated, and that 
the King was very well pleas'd with her. 
You have ſcen the Letter and can therefore 
judge how much the Biſhop could depend 
upon his Memory. Indecd the greateſt Uſe 
Papers of this Kind are of, is the fixing 
Facts, Dates, and Circumſtances, in which 
reſpect our modern Collections of Letters 
{cem to me as uſeſul as Collections of anci- 
ent Medals, and it is certain that if ever 
able Men undertake the Hiſtory of the laſt 
Age, they will be able to write it with 
more certainty and greater Impartiality than 
perhaps any Hiſtory yet extant, which 
would undoubtcdly be a great Advantage to 
the Nation, ſince it would ſhew us Men 
and Things in their true Light, and prevent, 
if any thing can prevent, our running again 
into 55 Miſchiefs k, 

If this Specimen ſhould pleaſe you, I be- 
lieve I may be tempred to run through 
the other Volumes, and I begin to think I 
could digeſt my Notes into ſome Sort of 
order. We have already ſeveral Lives of 
Cromwell, but I know none that deſcrves 
any great Commendation, and I think a 
Multicude of Errors might be corrected in 

h Burnet's Hiſtory of his own Times, vol. i. p. 174. 
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them all from this Book. Such of them as 
were written immediately after O/zver's 


Death are either filled with Adulation, or 


over- flow with Satyr. Such again as have 
been written in our own Times are more 
Romances than Hiſtories, and ſeem de- 
lign'd rather to ſhew us the Writers Princi- 
ples, than to inſtruct us in Facts relating to 
the Protector's Government. | 
The firſt Piece that I believe appearcd of 
this kind bore the following Title: Hiſtory 
and Policy review'd in the heroick Tranſ- 
actions of his moſt Serene Highneſs, Oli- 
% ver, late Lord Protector, from his Cradle 


ce to his Tomb: Declaring his Steps to 


« Princely Perfection; as they are drawn 
« in lively Parallels to the Aſcents of the 
ce great Patriarch Moſes, in thirty Degrees, 
ce to the Height of Honour.” This Perfor- 
mance fell from the Pen of Henry Dau- 
beny Eſq; who dcdicated it to the moſt 
ſerene Highneſs of Richard, by the Grace 
of God, Lord Protector of England, Scot- 
land and Ireland. There is not much of 
Hiſtory in it, but a ſtrange Flo f Enthuſiaſ- 
tick Panegyrick. In direct Oppoſition ro 
this ſtands another Life which bears this 
Title : © Flagellum, or the Life and Death, 
Birth and Burial of Oliver Cromwell the 
« late Uſurper faithfully deſcribed; with 
ce an exact Account of his Policies and 
5 Succeſles.” As warm a Spirit of Pre— 
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tuns through the Book as through the Ti- 
tle, and much of the Matter often for whole 


Pages in the ſame Words is taken from 
Heath's Chronicle of the Civil Wars. 
There is however more of Hiſtory in this 
than in the former, eſpecially at the begin- 
ning, where there is a very juſt Account of 
his Family and ficſt Fortunes. In the Mid- 
dle betwixt theſe we may rank a third Life. 
intitled “ The perfect Politician, or a full 
« View of the Life and Actions, military 
e and civil, of Oliver Cromwell; contain- 
<« ing alſo a Hiſtory of the late Civil War, 
« ſo far as he was concerned therein, 
« whercunto is added his Character and a 
% compleat Catalogue of all the Honours 
* conferr d by him on ſeveral Perſons.” 
This is a more moderate and I think a 
better wrote Piece than cither of thoſe 
which J have mention'd. From theſe and 
from what is to be met with in Clarendon, 
IVhitloack, Sir Philip Warwick's Memoirs, 
Sir Roger Manleys Commentarics, the 
Memoirs of Lord Holles, General Ludlow, 
Major Huntington, ec. our later Lives 
have been collected, and therefore I ſhall 
not be particular as to them. 

What I intend, if you are not quite 
tired alrcady, is, to give you the Annals 
of his Government from the time of his 
diſlolving the long Parliament in April 
1653 to his Death in September 1658, a 
clear 
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clear View of his Politicks, as they are re- 
preſented to us by Thurloe in his own 
Letters, ſuch Particulars as relate to his pri- 
vate Life and ſerve to let us into his true 
Character, the real Services he did the Na- 
tion by the Severity of his Temper, which 
inclined him to ſupport an Appearance of 
Religion, and to compel à more than ordi- 
nary Strictneſs of Morals. To this I pro- 
pole to add ſome Accounts of his two 
Sons Richard and Henry, of whom hither- 
to we have had but lame ones. The Cha- 
racters of his principal Favourites, and of 
ſuch as moſt warmly oppoſed him, ſo as 
to give you in a very narrow Compaſs a 
clear Idea of his Adminiſtration without 
Prejudice or Partiality; for though I can 
never be perſwaded that theſe were Times 
which deſerve, as many think, to be en- 
vied, yet I muſt likewiſe own that Cromwell 
has been as undeſervedly cry'd down as he 
has been out of meaſure cried up. The Bu- 
ſineſs is to judge fairly of him by taking 
in all the Circumſtances of his Conduct, 
and not to view him in a particular Light, 
which may either diſgrace or favour him 
too much. 

I ſhall conclude this Letter with the ful- 
filling the laſt Articles of my Promiſe, which 
were to ſhew you why the World expreſs d 
ſo great a Deſire to ſee this Collection 
publiſhed, and what Reception it has met 
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with ſince it came abroad. I have already 
accounted in ſome Meaſure for the firſt, 
and ſhall therefore only add, that I have 
reaſon to think the Care taken by my Lord 
Somers in binding and preſcrving theſe 
Papers was no ſmall Motive to the Curio- 
ſity which the Publick expreſs'd about 
them. That Nobleman was an excellcnt 
Judge, and at the ſame time a warm Lo- 
ver of whatever related to Englih Hiſtory. 
He bound up according to their ſeveral Sizes 
all the Hiſtorical and Political Pamphlets 
which were publiſhed in his Time, many 
of which I have ſcen, and of ſome of 
which I am poſſeſs d, and in ſuch as related 
to Parliamentary Affairs, he was ſo curious 


— 


and exact, as to procure the King's and 


Chanccllor's or Lord Keeper's Speeches in 
Manuſcript when they were not Printed, 
and bound them up in his Collections to 
render them more compleat. I do not 
therefore wonder that the Care he took of 
Secretary Thurloe's Papers recommended 
them ſo effectually to the World, ſince to 
good Judges the known Character of Lord 
Somers was a ſufficient Inducement to be- 
lieve whatever he collected muſt be worth 


reading, and to the many who buy Books 


becauſe they will be in the Faſhion, his 
Rank, Title and Reputation were morc 
than ſufficient. If you add to this the En- 


couragement given by the preſent Arch- 
| biſhop 
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biſhop of Canterbury and Tord High Chan- 
* Men infinitely more diſtinguiſhed 
by their Merit than by the high Offices in 
Church and State which they poſſeſs; you 
need not wonder that ſo large a Subſcri 


tion was obtain'd, even tnough I omitted a 


Circumſtance which greatly contributed 
thereto, the perſonal Credit of the late Mr. 
Fletcher Gytes, which was as great as any 
Man of his Profeſſion. 

From the Account I have given you of 
the Book, and your own perfect Know- 
ledge of things of this Nature, I know you 
will not be ſurprized when I tell you, that 
ſeveral with whom I have converſed are 
not ſtruck with the Contents of theſe Se- 
ven Volumes; theſe arc People, however, of 
confuſed Ideas, who either purchaſe things 
upon the Credit of other People's Opinions, 
or are led by vague Notions of their own. 
But ſuch as knew what they were doing, 
ſuch as deſired to collect authentick Me- 
moirs of that buſy Period, and to ſatisfy 


themſelves as to the Truth of thoſe Facts, 


which we find ſo ſmoothly recorded in 
the Hiſtories of Clarendon, Kennet, and 
Echard, are perfectly well ſatisfied. It re- 
quires not only good Senſe and ſolid Judg- 
ment to collect Hiſtory from ſuch Pieces as 
theſe, but a great Meaſure alſo of Prudence, 
Patience and Induſtry. Such as are bleſt 
with theſe Endowments know how to col- 
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le& the Hiſtory o England from the Reipis 
of Queen Eligabeth to the Revolution from 
other Sort of Writers than either General 
Hiſtorians or Authors of Memoirs, and to 
theſe People, who value Truth more than 
Stile, and are more concerned about the 
Certainty of Facts than the Manner in 
which they are deliver'd, Tharloe's Papers 
will be extremely welcome and will be 
thought a proper Suplement to Raſhworth's 
and Nalſon s Collections. In general, how- 
cycr, this Work is as much eſteem d as it 
deſerves, and I dare ſay the more it is read 
and the deeper People enter into it's Con- 
tents, the better they will like it. It is 
now more than time that I ſhould put an 
End to your Fatigue and my own by ſub- 
mitting what I have done, and what I am 
to do, to your Judgment and Diſcretion. 
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With 3 A Ati, 
And true Reſpett, 
Tour ſucere Friend, and 
Very humble Servant. 
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